GEORGE

ENESCU

TRIO

iN LA MINOR PENTRU PIAN, VIOARA SI VIOLONCEL
EN 1.4 MINEUR POUR PLANO, VIOLON ET VVIOLONCELILE
IN A MINOR FOR PIANO, VIOLIN AND CELLO
(1916)

GRAFOART




George Enescu

TRIO

iN LA MINOR PENTRU PIAN, VIOARA SI VIOLONCEL
EN L.A MINEUR POUR PLANO, IV'IOL.ON ET VVIOLONCELLE
IN A MINOR FOR PIANO, VIOLIN AND CELLO
(1916)

Editie de / Edité par / Edited by
Williamn Howard, Simon Blendis and Jane Salmon




©2021. Toate drepturile rezervate.

Nicio parte din prezenta lucrare nu poate fi copiatd, reprodusi sau transmis4 prin niciun mijloc electronic s
si nu este permisi nicio formi de imprimare audio sau video firi acordul scris al Editurii Muzicale GRAFOA
in interpretarea publici se va mentiona ,,Editura Muzicali GRAFOART®, Bucuresti, 2021”.

‘Tehnoredactarea muzicald: Corina Ciuplea-Turcan.

- LIBRARI




PREFACE

In the Spring of 1916 George Enescu shut himself away in a Bucharest sanatorium in
ordet to commit to paper the piano trio in A minor that he had been carrying in his head for some
time, and emerged a few days later with thitteen pages of hastily written manuscript. Sadly, it was
never performed in his lifetime, and it was only in 1965, ten years after his death, that the pianist
and composer Hilda Jerea (1916-80) discovered the work, prepared a performing edition and
took partin the premiere.

Thirty years later the Romanian composer and distinguished Enescu authority, Pascal
Bentoiu (1927-2016), completed a more thorough edition of the work, and it is this edition that
trios have used since, and that we, the Schubert Ensemble, used for performances and in
preparing for our recording of the piece.

This trio was the fourth major work of Enescu that we had recorded, after the two piano
quartets and the piano quintet, and it was while preparing for our recording of the trio that we
started to wonder about certain notes, harmonies and dynamics. Knowing that the work had
been left partly unfinished, we became increasingly curious to know what was in the manuscript.
It took several months to track this down, but thanks to Raluca Cimpoiasu at the Romanian
Culrural Institute in London and Cristina Andrei at the Enescu Museum in Bucharest, we were
eventually provided with access (over the internet) to a scanned copy of Enescu's handwritten
mAanuscript.

We started the painstaking process of working through this manuscript, gradually
familiarising ourselves with Enescu's spidery handwriting and trying to untangle his various
corrections and annotations. Enescu had written at such speed that it was often impossible to
determine what he had intended: for example, accidentals sometimes were not written next to
the note for which they were intended, and in big chords it could be hard to tell which accidental
belonged to which note. Sometimes two or more versions had been superimposed on top of one
another; at first, we assumed that darker ink must be a later version, but gradually realised that it
simply depended when he had dipped his pen in ink. By working out at what point on the page he
had run out of ink, we could sometimes decipher which of two superimposed versions was
newer, but elsewhere this remained unclear. When notes or whole bars had been crossed out by
Enescu, it was sometimes impossible to read the new version, which might be crammed into an
incredibly small space on the already congested manuscript.

Much of the detective work was done in rehearsals, so where notes were really
indecipherable in the manuscsipt, we would try out possible altetnatives until we were satisfied
with one that made sense. Sometimes we had to magnify a bar to fill the whole computer screen,
and would spend up to an hour working on just one chord. Our admiration for Bentoiu increased
25 we worked, but we ended up finding a large number of differences from his version in both
notes and rhythms, and we put in our own dynamics where they were obviously missing in the
original. At times in the piano part Enescu would simply writeT a series of lines to i.nc]}'catc \y}'fere
he might write accompanying figurations at a later date, and in these cases our pianist, William
Howard, made his own choices about what to play.

While there will never be a definitive version of this trio owing to the confused and
incomplete nature of the manuscLipt, v?re‘vc tried to getas c1~os§ to it as we can. I‘n this context, we
are delighted that we have been able to include the manuscriptitself in this edmo'n, and we would
encourage curious performers to see for themselves what Enescu wrote and decide whethet they
agree with our conclusions.



In preparing this edition, we had to choose how to present the hundreds of choices we had made to the
performer. We were anxious not to footnote every decision, as there were simply too many to note, and we
wanted the page to remain as uncluttered as possible. Enescu wrote very few dynamic markings himself, and
we've tried 1o strike a balance between suggesting some dynamic ideas of our own, and leaving detailed
decisions to the performer. Enescu's own dynamic markings have been printed in bold, in a slightly larger
font size, to make these clear.

Finally, we would like to thank Matei Banica at Editura Muzicald Grafoart for his patience and skill in
putting our painstakingly assembled edition together and making it look so beautiful on the page, and the

Schubert Ensemble Trust for their supportin enabling this project to be completed.
March 31st 2021

William Howard — piano, Simon Blendis — violin, Jane Salmon — cello
(Members of The Schubert Ensenible)
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Enescu has written only rough sketches for the piano part in these bars. These bars are an editor's realisation.
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The harmonisation is provided by Pascal Bentoiu
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