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DL GRAN MANIERA -  introductory note

There is something magical as well as quixotic about a lone lLigure

in evening dress on a stage, with a toylike, woelully inadequate-~appearing
instrument in hand, proceeding to transcend the violin's structural
limitations and trausporting tihe audicnce to the heights of the art of
illusion. Undaunted by the irony between the real and the conjured,

the virtuoso launches into a display of defiauce of his mere four strings
and fingers with a dazzling array of soaring lines, angry chords,
scintillating harmonics, cascading spiccatus, scductive tremolos and more,
much more. When all of that is delivered with the utmost of insouciance and
bravura, indeed, with an air of contempt for the impossible, we speak ot the
"grand manner'" of violin playiug: the legacy of the larger-than=-life

musical gestures of a Paganini, Ernst, Wieniawski, and their successors.

Although much of our contemporary violin music is fiercely difficult,
curiously it does not sound so and it certainly seldom keeps the listeuner

on the edge of the seat in anticipation of a technical slip in the way that
older virtuoso pieces do. DI GRAN MANIERA is intended to fulfill a double
mission. First, it is addressed to the showman, the Cagliostro, indeed,

the charlatan which ~ whether flaunted or suppressed - resides in every
artist who sets out to conquer the stage. Sccond, the nineteen variations
which constitute the work are constructed with the intellectual rigor and

on the developmental scale of the great unaccompanied works of J.S. Bach
which, although at no point explicitly, nevertheless served as an ubiquitous

model during the process of composition.
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musical gestures of a Paganini, Ernst, Wieniawski, and their successors.

Although much of our contemporary violin music is fiercely difficuleg,
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